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Press Release  June 27, 2014 

CHT R. Beitlich honoured as Top-Innovator  

A company from Tübingen again successfully honoured  with the 
award by Ranga Yogeshwar at the "Deutscher Mittelst ands-
Summit” (German medium sized companies summit) 

Tübingen – For over 20 years the "Top 100" Seal has been sta nding for 
innovation, thirst for knowledge and team spirit. O n June 27 th  the most 
successful German think tanks will receive the popu lar award "Top 100". 
The mentor Ranga Yogeshwar will honour the companie s at the Deutscher 
Mittelstands-Summit in Essen. More than 1000 guests  are being expected 
by the initiator of this "Top 100" initiator compam edia. CHT R. Beitlich 
from Tübingen belongs to the top innovation compani es for the second 
time. 

The awarded top innovation company CHT R. Beitlich GmbH is an expert in the 
global market for specialist chemicals as process auxiliaries and additives for 
industrial application consisting of the textile industry, textile care industry, 
building material industry, cleaning and care agents industry. Innovations are 
not only welcome by the Swabians, but are substantial for the successful work 
of the company. A little more than 600 staff members belong to the company 
which was founded in 1953. 

Customer contacts, research cooperations and creativity of the R&D teams con-
tinually feed the idea and project management; new developments are pushed 
and processes are continually improved. "Our innovation team is an inherent 
part of research and development and takes over the role of a trend scout 
among other things for new technologies", says Dr. Bernhard Hettich, Managing 
Director at CHT. Every innovation is explained in detail with the Top Manage-
ment team and documented every three months. Lively discussions are not un-
common. The old town of Tübingen might seem contemplative, but not in the 
laboratories and office rooms at CHT. 

Managing Director Erich Mechel considers the renewed award of the "Top 100" 
an acknowledgement: "The award with the "Top 100" seal acknowledges us 
that the consequent implementation of the company strategy as innovative and 
sustainable company management is right." 
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The jump into the "Top 100" is preceded by a demanding selection process. 
The innovation searcher Prof. Dr. Nikolaus Franke and his team from the Insti-
tute for Entrepreneurship and Innovation from the University for Economics and 
Business in Vienna tested 247 companies. 148 of them receive the honour to 
be Top Innovator which is split up into three sizes (100 companies at the most 
per company size). The focus is placed on the innovation management and in-
novation success. 

"The "Top 100" companies have an outstanding way of turning their ideas to 
success on the market. This is the hurdle where many other companies fail. 
The Top innovation companies master this challenge with an outstanding team 
spirit, efficient processes and often also with the early involvement of customers 
and external partners during development", says Prof. Franke. 

Just one glance at the numbers shows how good this year’s "Top 100" have 
been: 65 national market leaders and even 21 global market leaders are among 
them. Altogether, the top innovators applied for nearly 2,100 national and inter-
national patents over the last three years. The innovation power brings the 
companies a remarkable success: 82 percent of them increased from 2011 to 
2013 to more than their average – an average of 22 %. 41.6 % of the sales 
were achieved with market novelties and innovative improvements. In compari-
son: The average of all medium sized companies in Germany had a value of 
only 6.8 %. 62 % of the "Top 100" companies are family owned. 

The Mentor 
Mentor of "Top 100“ is the journalist and TV moderator Ranga Yogeshwar. 

Scientific management and cooperation partners 
Since 2002 the scientific management is led by Prof. Dr. Nikolaus Franke from the Insti-
tute for Entrepreneurship and Innovation at the University for Economics and Business in 
Vienna. Frankes researching focuses are placed on entrepreneurship, innovation man-
agement and marketing. The scientist is one of the leading experts for user-innovation in 
the world. The "Top 100“ project partner is the Fraunhofer Society for the Promotion of 
Applied Research. More information under www.top100.de. 

compamedia, Mentor of the best middle sizes compani es 
compamedia GmbH, founded in 1993, organizes with 19 staff members the national 
company comparisons " "Top 100", "Top Job" and "Top Consultant" and started up the 
alliance values "Ethics in Business". They accompany and award middle sized compa-
nies which stand out in the field of innovation, personnel management, consultance and 
social responsibility. compamedia works together with well-known universities for all pro-
jects. 

 


